
SUPERINTENDENT’S ANNUAL NARRATIVE REPORT, 2007 
LITTLE BIGHORN BATTLEFIELD NATIONAL MONUMENT 
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Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument started 2007 with our primary focus on: 1) 
Enhancement of visitor services and visitor experience; 2) Consultation with the various 
tribes for the permanent interpretive panels on the interior walls of the Indian Memorial; 
3) Upgrading the battlefield’s infrastructure; 4) Planning for additional visitor service 
space; 5) Reburial of Sitting Bull at LIBI. 
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PEACE THROUGH UNITY - 
 

      PROGRAM 
�

SATURDAY JUNE 23, 2007 

8:00 AM Park Opens 
8:00 AM CBMHA Wreath laying (Location:  Reno Benteen Monument) 
4:00  PM CBMHA Wreath laying (Location: 7th Cavalry Memorial) 
 
SUNDAY JUNE 24, 2008  

8:00 AM Park Opens 
10am - 5pm Ongoing presentations by FT Abraham Lincoln staff Location: Tipi Near 
Amphitheater Area  
12:00 Noon Last Stand Hill Wreath Laying 
10am-12:30pm CBHMA Annual Meeting at Stone House 
1:00 PM Arikara Old Scouts Society Program,White Shield, North Dakota. 

Location: Amphitheater (Behind Visitor Center) 
·  Welcome by Darrell J. Cook, Superintendent, Little Bighorn Battlefield NM 
·  Mark Fox, Old Scouts Society 
·  Rhoda Starr, Old Scouts Society 

*Other Speakers to be announced 
·  Special unveiling of the new Arikara Markers for Bloody Knife, Sgt. Bobtail Bull & 

Little Brave killed in action on 25 June 1876 will follow. Location: Reno-Benteen 
Battlefield Entrenchment Trail No. 1 Overlook.  

·  Taps: John A. Doerner, Chief Historian, NPS-LIBI 
Special Thanks to: 

·  Old Scouts Society 
·  Rhoda Starr 



·  The Friends of  Little Bighorn Battlefield  
·  Little Bighorn Battlefield Staff 
·  Veterans Administration 
�

 Monday June 25th  

8:00 AM Park Opens, no fee charged to visiting public 
 
8-10 AM Bighorn Riders on horseback 
  Northeast slope near park boundary,  
  and north of Indian Memorial 
 
10:00  AM Victory Riders arrive on horseback 
 
10:00 AM Steve Alexander and 7th Cavalry,  
  Re-enactment Group  
  Wreath laying Indian Memorial and Last Stand Hill 
 
10am - 5pm   Ongoing presentations by Ft Abraham Lincoln staff 
  Location: Teepee Near Amphitheater Area   
 
11:00  AM Northern Cheyenne Tribal Chairman, Eugene Little Coyote 
  United Tribal Allies 
 
3:00 PM Northern Cheyenne Horseback Riders arrive from HWY 212 
 3:00 PM   Northern Cheyenne Delegation Program 
                             Welcome by Darrell Cook, Superintendent 

Historical Remarks on Cheyenne at Little Bighorn by John A. Doerner, Chief 
Historian 

   Location: Amphitheater 
�
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Grandson of Sitting Bull (Lineal Descendant) made request to NPS-LIBI to 
transfer Sitting Bull’s remains to Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument for 
perpetual protection, in response to an original agreement with the family to 
properly maintain Mobridge grave site that was not kept.  Family concern for lack 
of security and maintenance of site within the Standing Rock Reservation that has 
been used by local residents for illegal drinking and partying at grave site since 
1953.  Grave is littered with trash, alcoholic beverage containers and shows signs 
of vandalism to the grave which family feel is inappropriate and insulting to Sitting 
Bull and the family.  Also concern of commercial development plans by new 
owners who have failed to contact Sitting Bull’s family.  Little Bighorn Battlefield 
National Monument (LIBI) has been working closely with the Sitting Bull 
descendents on the Indian Memorial, warrior markers, and museum exhibits over 
the past five years. LIBI supported the request because it would honor the legacy 
of Sitting Bull as a champion of the Lakota, provide perpetual care and protection 
of his grave site for future generations, and help balance the story of the Battle of 
the Little Bighorn while recognizing the American Indian role in American history. 
LIBI held several on-site meetings with Mr. LaPointe throughout 2007 including 
one with his sisters and their immediate family members.  NPS-LIBI began formal 
consultation with both IMR-Denver and WASO for support and authorization to 



proceed with appropriate NEPA/Sec. 106 Compliance, including an Environmental 
Assessment and appropriate public scoping meetings.  Update: In FY2008 
however, NPS-LIBI was notified by the Sitting Bull family that they have decided 
not to inter Sitting Bull at LIBI, but have decided to inter him at an undisclosed 
private location that will be known only to the family.  
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